We have developed a method for obtaining ervinine hydrochloride f r o m the epigeal p a r t of V. e r e c t a by extraction with aqueous solutions of acids followed by liquid-liquid extraction of the alkaloids.
The comminuted plant (50 kg) collected in May, 1970, in the Tashkent oblast was placed in a b a t t e r y of five 10-kg e x t r a c t o r s . It was extracted by the continuous-countercurrent-battery method with a 2% solution of sulfuric acid, which was p a s s e d at the rate of 10 l i t e r s / h . The extract was freed f r o m suspended particles by centrifuging and was made alkaline to pH 8-9 with a 25% aqueous solution of ammonia. The alkaloids were e x t r a c t e d with c h l o r o f o r m in a packed column (Raschlg rings) in which the c h l o r o f o r m was the continuous phase and the e x t r a c t the disperse phase. The c h l o r o f o r m solution was washed with water and evaporated, the residue was dissolved in methanol, and the solution was brought to pH 1 with concent r a t e d solution of nitric acid. The yield of alkaloid nitrates varied between 0.3 and 0.4% of the weight of the raw m a t e r i a l according to the period and site of collection [3] . The mixture of copsinine and pseudocopsinine nitrates (150 g) was dissolved with heating in 14 l i t e r s of w a t e r , the solution was brought to pH 9-10 by the addition of 25% a m m o n i a solution, and the alkaloids were extracted with p e t r o l e u m ether (40-70°C fraction).
The p e t r o l e u m ether solution was evaporated to dryness and the residue was dissolved in acetone. The addition of an ethanolic solution of hydrochloric acid to give a strongly acid reaction led to the f o r m ation of c r y s t a l s of a mixture of copsinine and pseudocopsinine hydrochlorides (105 g).
